September J854. During the day she was sick and much pained, and in the afternoon i'elt a strong desire to have motion in the bowels, which was accompanied with severe straining, but without any evacuation. She took some brandy to relieve the colicky pains, and then a dose of castor oil ; shortly after which, vomiting commenced, and continued for some time. At 3 a.m. on Monday, she had another attack of vomiting, which was followed by an interval of comparative ease, until 3 p.m., when the pain and vomiting increased in violence. She On opening this there was found a mass of fat, and on dissecting cautiously through the fat, and removing part of it, I exposed a very dark, rounded swelling, about the size of a small cherry ; it felt firm and hard, and on trying to trace it up towards the femoral ring, 1 could feel no distinct neck.
September J854. During the day she was sick and much pained, and in the afternoon i'elt a strong desire to have motion in the bowels, which was accompanied with severe straining, but without any evacuation. She took some brandy to relieve the colicky pains, and then a dose of castor oil ; shortly after which, vomiting commenced, and continued for some time. At 3 a.m. on Monday, she had another attack of vomiting, which was followed by an interval of comparative ease, until 3 p.m., when the pain and vomiting increased in violence. She Remarks.?The first five of these cases form a group having some features in common. The patients were all females, debilitated either by old age or by previous disease. The general symptoms present, the length of time these had existed, the tightness of the stricture, the morbid alteration in the constricted portion of bowel in all, and the feculent vomiting and hiccough in some of them? were elements for an unfavourable prognosis; and yet in none of them did any unfavourable symptoms supervene.
In a former series of hernia cases, published in the Monthly Journal, I had occasion to contrast different cases, and to remark on the difficulty of prognosis from the appearance of the constricted portion of intestine; but experience leads me to believe, that examination of the state of the bowel immediately above the constriction may form a criterion. If it be of a pale reddish-grey colour, and feel thick and fleshy, the chances are in favour of a successful result, the constricted portion will be likely to recover itself when replaced. 
